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The Method of Xnclphenaent According to the Crossword , 
Pvaele Systso Peed by the Waal Intelligence Service 

The Seal Information Service abroad snployz ehort ware transmitters 
for quick transmission of reports. These transmitters are installed every- 
where, are operated bar special, trusted sen who have a large circle of 
agents cooperating with them* These ehort save stations, whose range In 
Europe normally does not exceed £ 00 kilometers, maintain contact with 
e central office (Babasay or apeoial consulate) which in ite turn forwards 
the report to central offices in Berlin. 

To keep the content of these reports secret, they are enciphered 
end. Indeed, by a special process. Practically the uolniated cannot 
decipher each a key because the ordinary secret code Is not employed. 

This enclpherwent is based upon the system of the crossword puzzle and 
was only introduced in 1936. The originator and the addressee have the 
seme Issue of a crossword puasle aagasina, which Is vwry rarely changed 
because this Is hardly necessary. Bach correspondent has hie call or 
identification sign. 

The periods for transmitting arc usually the night hours, because 
of wore favorable conditions. Only In times of stress are several hours 
during the day kept free for eaoh Individual station. Each originator 
has two wave lengths at his disposal which, however, are only changed 
et definite predetermined times. 

Bow is a message enciphered? 

(1) The sender chooses any crossword puasle from his aagasine. 

f 

(2) In order to be able to use this puasle again, or in order 
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to »votd •routing suspicion In ease Ms dwelling should be ee arched and 
tbe nageslne founds ho work* with transparent paper, which Is laid over 
the pus tie. 

Hew the real work begins. 

(3) Above the pus*!* tbs Individual cells including the black 
Sells are numbered consecutively fron left to right* 
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(4) The plain text la inscribed, one letter In each cell. (Ch 
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(3) gull* are written In the black cells, partly to slwpllfy 
enciphering and partly to stake decipherment difficult for tbe eneny. 

(6) tow the letters. Including those In tho black cells, are 

counted. 

(7) the beading of the oessege Is determined and this le done 
In five groups of figures. Each group consists of a four-place nunbor to 
avoid errors. 

to .nab* tho heading easy to read, a long parallelogram le divided Into 
five boxes and the Individual figure groups are entered in tltese successively* 
(a) Data*, (b) flee of tending, (o) gunbar of letters in the Message, (d) fag* 
in the croeewerd puesle book, (e) Page in the key. 
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fticlpheraent 

(1) Oft the page of the k my ms earqr consecutive words are selected 
oa there are calls in the horisontal line of the plain text crossword pussle, 
beginning at the top of the page and including any caption which nay be 
present. Only complete words, no abbreviations, no single letters and no 
figure* are used. 

, i 

If the page la divided, aa a natter of prlnaiple the left eile is taken 
unless some special arrangement has been aade. 

(2) The initial letters of the word* selected are written out in 
order, beginning at the top. 
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(3) When that has been done, the letters are nuabered serially 
according to their occurrence In the alphabet in such fashion that the 
first letter of the alphabet is called number one. If the first letter is 
■teeing, the next following one gets this number. If any letter occurs 
■ore than once, cm its second occurrence it gets the next consecutive number, 
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etc. the highest mssbor must coincide with the* number of cells* (Example 
*f case 2, the letters 0 sad V above. ) 

(4) Then this has been ccnploted, the plain text letters In 
the rectangle ere transcribed according to the nwerlcal key. For con- 
venience of control and accuracy, the text la then transcribed In groups 
of flv# letters, five groups to the line* 

She total mother of letters must check with that given In the 
heading* ’ 
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(5) Tbs text thus enciphered is transmitted by abort wave aa 
follower the sender at the appointed tine first sends his international 
call sign, then his recognition signal in plain, repeating several tines. 
After that cones the heading, than the message, then finally the signing 
off signal (International)* After one minute, the whole is repeated* 
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Pscjphartng 

* 

This i» simply tha rirtru of the abcvo. 

(1) When inch an enciphered massage ha» been received the 
letters are arranged In groups of five to have a good check and to 
facilitate vork. 

(2) The heading gives the page of the key and the page of the 
crossword pus ale aa well a a the letter count. 

(3) First turn to the page of text and lay transparent paper 
over 1 1 and above the pussle number the horlaontal cells (See Page two 
Paragraph 3)« Thus, one knows at coco how many letters are required on 
the key pave and then in what order the letters and the plain tenet are 
to be inscribed in the crossword puasle pattern, beginning at the top. 

(4) The number of squares la counted, corresponding to the ohelpk 
number In the heading and 1 mediately blocked off in pencil to prevent 
staking any mistakes in deciphering. Yxamplet 




(5) On the key page the letters ere written out vertically, 
beginning at tha top and numbered in alphabetical order. (See page 2. 
Encipherment, Section 2.) 

(6) Wow the letters of the enciphered massage are entered 
corresponding to the numerical key in tha cells of the crossword pussle 
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pattern, beginning with the column whose rnwbor cones first an the key page. 

i 

(7) then all tbs letters have been entered, those falling in the 
black cells are crossed off so as not to interfere with the reading of the 

I 

plain text. 



Enclosed is a crossword pug ale nagaslne, according to which the explanations 
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hare been suede 7 * 

I 

Am a setter of principle, only 110 letters are to bo used for any ono 

\ 

sassage. Xf the seas age contains sore letters than this, it Is broken up 
into two parts, each with its own heading. 



# Vs do not have the enclosure referred to. 
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